234	PEASANT LIFE IN CHINA
on the farm are dependent upon their women for the
supply of their food. The mulberry leaves needed in
feeding the silkworms are carried from a distance by
the man. The private sense of the production is
overshadowed by the collective aspect. But the wage-
earning is essentially individualistic. The earner feels
that the wage is the result of her own effort. This
sense is shared by both parties, the owner herself and
the head of the Chia. Furthermore, the wage is paid
by the factory to the earner herself. At least during
that moment, she is able to spend a part of her earnings
in accordance with her own wishes. Therefore, the
economic relation in the Chia is gradually modified.
For instance, if the girl spends her wage within reason-
able limits and for proper purposes such as buying
clothes, it will be accepted without interference. But
she is not allowed to spend all her wage ; a large por-
tion of it must be handed over to the head to go into
the common budget. To maintain the collective and
centralized system of economy under the new situation,
the head of the Chia, even at the expense of his autho-
rity, will be forced to be considerate towards fellow
members of the Chia, Complications come again in
the problem of to whom she will hand over her earnings.
When the girl is not married and has a mother, but
when the head of the Chia is her grandfather, her
mother may hold up a part of her earning for future
use in her marriage. If the economic condition is not
favourable for saving, the amount will be absorbed in
the general budget. A married woman will keep a
part of her earnings as her own savings. These facts
show the increasing differentiation of the individual
family from the compound group Chia.
The physical separation of the wage-earner from

